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Building an epigraphic ontology
An ontology enables us to tell a computer how the different 
pieces of data that we have fit together. In turn, this means 
that individual pieces of data from different projects can be 
integrated (using the standard RDF language). Several earlier 
efforts began this process (EpOnt, CRMtex, EpNet). This 
model builds upon those efforts, and prioritises the use of

Key earlier efforts / reference models:
Modelling epigraphy: https://zenodo.org/records/4639508
EPNet https://romanopendata.eu/sparql/doc/epnet.owl 
CRMtex: https://www.cidoc-crm.org/extensions/crmtex/html/CRMtex_v2.0.html
CIDOC-CRM: https://cidoc-crm.org/html/cidoc_crm_v7.1.3.html
CRMsci: http://www.cidoc-crm.org/extensions/crmsci/versions/2.0/
Archetype: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5771601 

CIDOC-CRM, which is conceptually 
rich, very well documented, and widely 
used. We separate out different parts of 
the model here, but all these graphs 
interconnect. The model is deliberately 
rich/complex to allow for future 
expansion, but can be simplified.

A simplified model is 
illustrated lower 
right. Note this is all 
work-in-progress. All 
suggestions very 
welcome!
‘Magenta’ text 
highlights standard 
epigraphic concepts

We propose using LRMoo (integration of FRBR with CIDOC) to model the relationship of 
inscription text, editions, translations, etc.

https://cidoc-crm.org//extensions/lrmoo/html/LRMoo_v1.0.html 

Modelling the relationship of inscription text to edition text

Some key properties, and mapping to EpiDoc
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A simple model!
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