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1. About the Project - KOk 2. Methodological Framework
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The project focuses on surveying, documenting
and digitally recording iInscribed monuments
through an integrated approach that considers
the material, historical, political and socio-
cultural implications of epigraphic landscapes.

La Lettera e il Leone, jointly developed by the
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice and the
Cyprus Institute, Is a research project that
examines Latin inscriptions produced during
the Venetian rule in Cyprus (1474-1571) with
the aim of better identifying their intellectual
and cultural value. These monuments,
combining Humanistic capital script with the
crowned lion of Saint Mark, sanctioned
Venetian authority on the island and clearly
differed from those produced by the island’s
previous rulers, the French-born crusader
dynasty of the Lusignans. Through these
epigraphic media, Venice aimed to strengthen
its link with the classical past, ideally
reconnecting with ancient Rome.
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La Lettera e il Leone 3. Research Outputs

The main output of the project is an online
resource that serves as the first Open Access
platform specifically dedicated to WVenetian
Renaissance epigraphy (Figs. 1-2). This
Innovative tool complies with the international
standards of Open Science and FAIR data.

Fig. 1. Homepage of the project website: https://venetianinscriptions.cyi.ac.cy. The
QR code provides direct access to the database. 4 Contents and Structure of the Database
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Fig. 2. Georeferenced cartography showing all the sites and the epigraphic records associated with one of them (Othello Castle).

FAM_OC_05 Information

5. The Epigraphic Records
Short Name: Relief with the lion oNgaint Mark, a fortress and an inscription mentioning Nicolo Foscarini [ * ¥. ‘f'-" 8
Each record is structured into the following La Lettera e il Leone. Venetian
main components: reerrom e Inscriptions in Cyprus
Year To: 1491 ca.
1. a p-hOtO ga”ery or a -3D mOde-I; Height: 190 e ca i , '” s e Group Library - Group Settings
2. a list of metadata (Fig. 3, white and grey e S— Recenty Added Trerms
table) Promoter: Venetian State —— R
S ] | Title Added By Date Modified
3. a description of the monument and Its o M The Paphos 'Lighthouse Block TatianaTommasi 30/9/2024, 03:32:08
text (Fig. 3, white and orange table); e : e . |
o o i i i Evidence for a Lighthouse at Nea TatianaTommasi 30/9/2024, 03:24:14
4. a digital edition in XML EpiDoc (Fig. 3, Paphos?
Orange reCtangle) . :ﬂr:::;i:strative Famagusta - AUpOYwWoToC - Gazimagusa ; \ - = g,::sg:cfiﬁzcg;?:p_:;r;r;:ifione TatianaTommasi 29/9/2024, 14:37:32
State of incomplete ‘
preservation:

: . Fig. 4. Our shared bibliographical library on Zotero.
Furthermore, to ensure the |nteroperab|||ty Mativation: Probably the inscribed relief was added to the south-east tower of Othello Castle during the works of restoration of Famagusta's fortifications g g p y

that started in 1491 under the direction of Nicold Foscarini, who had been appointed captain of the city in the same year. He remained in

and reusability of the data, the following charge from 1291 t0 1493
Strateg i eS have been adopted Past location: Famagusta, Othello Castle, on the exterior wall of the south-east tower, above the cornice running along the upper half of the building 6 . P rOSpeCtiVG Deve I Opments

Current location: = Famagusta, Othello Castle, on the exterior wall of the south-east tower, above the cornice running along the upper half of the building

1. the records have been linked to existing .. .ome - oo | N
online resources (e.g. GeoNames); IS » Crowned llon of Saint Mark In the future, we plan to Implement specific

e search tools that will enable users to filter the
metadata with greater precision (e.g. by type
of monument and iconographic elements).

2. metadata have been defined In Deseription y
accordance  with  the  controlled Bibliography
vocabularies of the EAGLE Europeana Deschamps 1565 p 40, Rizst 1964 p 320 a5 nhass 2004 p 352 s 715, 650 plae 256 iz £ 716, gzt 01 ol 2 p 265 s 2577 and Sz 775, Rizzi 200 w0l 3 p 152 . 565
project (Fig. 3, blue rectangles) and are
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3. ashared bibliographical library has been . epigraphic evidence from different periods of

created for the project using the Zotero —

platform (Figs. 3—4, red rectangles).

" Cypriot history (for example, monuments
produced during the Lusignan kingdom) or
from other territories that were part of the

Fig. 3. Sample view of the main components of an epigraphic record (FAM_OC_05). Venetian Republic, including Venice itselt.
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